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significant episodes
of Charlotte-Mecklenburg
African American history

ws&mmmmuny.-pmummmmwwmmm '60s.

Seventy Charotteans each had

more than 20 staves. Abuut
700 others had from one to 20. Only one.
farm had more than 1,000 acres. Free
blacks and hired out slaves ived at the edge
of town and mignt meet there, but were dis-
couraged from meeting in town. After skavery,
rurl blacks poured into Charlotte, iving
where thay could find inexpensive housing.
The cheapest housing was in low'lying areas,
in places naar creeks like Second Ward
lm In North Carolina, 6,800 of the

state’s 17,000 peopie were
slaves; 293 were free blacks. After Recon-

Car SUDUI (Washington Heignts).
1“5 1n May, Clinton Chapet AME
Zion Church was formed. IlpoSr
was Cherlotte's first church formed by

mmmm\svmwunavmuemm
Blacks had wor-

were buiit for
biacks, After
e Cal War,
history books say blacks
N left “out of the balconies™
Clinton and worshiped on the main
AME Zion  fioor in thesr own churches.
Church in  They a0 wanted a voice in
1993. the church.
A private educational institution,

The Peabady School, for black
peouuwenemnThtdWaﬂ One of the

was Charles Chesnutt who became:
acdcommmackrooeis(.

lsszwc Smith estabished the frst
secuilar black newspaper, the.

Charlotte Messenger. His editonal message
stressed hard work, temperance and Repub-
lican politics m a state dominated by Democ-
rats. The paper lasted unti 1890,
lsgos«xzm Ward, known as “Log.
Town” because of the cabin
homes built there, became a popular place
for biacks because of the Stroet
School, the only school blacks could attend,
Land for the school had been donated
WA, Myers, a white Republican, The school
was at Myers and Stonewall. and known as.
“Jacod’s Ladder School” because of the stair-
wel outside the buiding.

Charlotte’s Good Samaritan Hospital
in 1961

m Good Sarmaritan Hospital, known
as “Good Sam," was built. It
was Charlolte's first black hospital, located
on the block between Graham and Mint
stroets, In the 1960s and '70s, Good Sam
became a nursing home. The buliding was
demolished in 1990,

1899|SﬂhdiaW/cmbemeleﬁ‘S(
black-female principal in the
. had

pancipal there. She died in 1905. A school
was later named for her, but eventually it wes.
transformed Into a jail.
The Brevard Street Library was
buili for black people. Andrew
haueamgmnagammwa
ﬁaclluymthern
erected the mwmmm
mmwmmmam

1912 S a1 B st
named after the New York City bor-

available. That led 10 dramatic
changes in uptown Chi . In the 1960s,

Brookiyn was destroyed. M)cnolms&moe
was that neighborhood is now the John Belk
Freeway.

lenburg NAACR In 1948, he became state
mrf?msmen( a postion he would hold

smwsmle(nmammneslmu
tend school together, even if it took

crosstown busing.

Pivotal black—eommumty events: A conversation

By BOB MEADOWS
Staff Writer

Bertha Maxwell-Roddey has lived through
some of Charlotte’s key historic events. So
has Dan Morrill. Both have chronicled the

ory and taught it to others,
u%ocldey the first black principal in an all-
white Mecklenburg County school, co-
founded the Afro-American Cultural Center
and developed the Afro-American Studies
Department at UNC Charlotte.
Morrill is consulting director at the Char-

lenburg |

the  non-
it Charlott

fessor at UNCC.

They recently discussed some key events
in Charlotte’s history relanvu to Alfrican
Americans. They focused on Harvey Gantt's
election as Charlotte's first black mayor,
«school desegregation, 1960s urban renewal
and Charlotie’s tum-of-the-century segre-

to  say:

gated communities.

Here's what they had

Harvey Gantt's mayoral , 1983
Roddey: “It offered hope for African Ameri-

reservation Foundation and a hxsmry pm

Please see CONVERSATION/page 38
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1912 “Log Town had become known as the
Brooklyn neighborhood, named after the

New York City borough. In September, the
Charlotte Observer predicted: “Second Ward
Is already populated by black, many owning
comfortable homes, but farsighted men believe
that eventually this section, because of its
proximity to the center of the city must sooner
or later be utilized by the white population.”



Paul Younts Got Things Done

Charlotte lost one of its premier citi-
zens Monday when Gen. Paul Younts
died after a long battle with declining
health.

He was among that rare breed of
men who are turned to when things are
going awry or there is a big job that
needs doing. And few big things got done
in Charlotte over the past 40 years that
Paul Younts didn't have a hand in.

When the community dreamed of a
public hospital in the late '40s, Paul
Younts put together the campaign that
raised the money to build it. When it was
threatened with a ring of satellite cities
in the late '50s, Younts managed the cam-
paign in favor of annexation.

Sure, he had his detractors, people
who were suspicious of his politics and
his power. He had a commanding appear-
ance and he could be gruff.

But there was no hint of dishonesty
about his methods, no “secret” hold over
people and public events. His success was
based on doing those things that most of
us tire of—working hard, paying atten-
tion to detail, following through.

He was good at picking people and

knew the work horses from the show
horses. He was very persuasive at getting
people to work, the kind of man it was
hard to say no to.

In a day when politics wore a tar-
nished image, Younts saw it as the lubri-
cant that made a community, a state or a
nation function. To him it was a plea-
sure, and as one man said, “a means of
paying his social rent.”

He played politics and played it
hard, but with an eye on the communi-
ty's interests. He used his political posi-
tion and persuasion in Washington to get
a new Post Office and Courthouse built
on West Trade. He pulled strings and cit-
ed facts in Raleigh to win highway mon-
ey for Charlotte.

But his specialty was organizing,
whether it was a parade (he loved
parades), a political campaign, a fund
drive, a trade fair or a funeral. He could
put the right people and the right goals
together and pull it off.

He died at a time when his kind of
energy, talent and commitment is in

short supply.




The Labor Beat |

Max Fraser and Christopher Phelps, Coeditors e

Talking Back to the Gilded Age:: 4
The Labor Press Amidst the Great Upheaval «.

| Heywood Broun, Benjamin Stolberg, -
-and the Perils of Socially Committed Journalism

The Clerk and the Postmaster:
How Advocacy Journalism Changed New Deal Racial Policy

Behind Nickel and Dimed:
Apotheosis of Feminism and the New Left

Meeting Today’s Labor Journalists
Interviews with Steven Greenhouse;' Jane Slaughter, and Sarah Jaffe
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| Own Your Home

Statistics show that the average rent payer in his life-
time will pay out enough money in rent to buy severa!
good homes and furnish them throughout.
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Our plan of building enables vou to pay for 2 kome
like rent. ' ’

PAUL R. YOUNTS T
- INCORPORATED -
S. H. WHITSETT--SALESMEN—-H. S. BOST
REAL ESTATE—INSURANCE .
Phone 4816 494 South Tryon Street .
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Exposed racial abuses in the
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The Negro and Future
Planning.
To The Obserrver:

The Sunday Issue (August 15th)
of The Charlotte Observer presents
an excellent and an illuminating
graphic representation of the Char-
Intte and Mecklenburg Planning
Committee, showing the committee
setup and organization plan. The
chart, as drawn by 8. H. Schrop-
shire, draftman in the office of the
city engineer, shows the relation-
thip of the Executive Bnard to the
General Planning Comimittee, and
the General Chairman as the direct
supervisor of The New Industries;
Committee and the twelve sections:

Public Works section, Public
Buildings section, streets and boule-
vards section, Parks and Recreation
section, Urban Redevelopment sec-
tion, Public Heallh aned Sanitation
section, City and Couniy Relations
section, Fducational and Cultural
section, Airporig section, Vocational
and Educational section, Transpor-
tation section, Negro section,

Full explanation was given of the
organization and the nbjectives of
all of these sectionx, excepting the
Negro section, to which no refer-
ence was made.

It appears, from the chart, that
the Negroes are not to be integrated
Dr. Buford F. Gordon - |into the General Planning commit-
tee. May be, they are to he studied

Chairman, Press & Publicity Committee as one of the problems apart from
A A all the other people of the city, for
Charlotte Branch of N CP —|the Negro section is on parity with

Charlotte Observer August 22, 1943
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NAACP & Citizens Committee for
Political Action (1948)




Public Hearing on Slum Clearance &

Rent Control (1949)

[ssue Causes
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YANGEY TELLS
REASON VAGATE
NOTIGES SENT

Councilmen Become Involved
In Debate Over Report Of
Threatened Demolition of
Houses On Pine Street.

The threatencd demolition
of housxes on Pine street in
the current slum clearance
program hecame a point of
concern yesterday for Coun-
cilman Basil M. Boyd, who
previously had pleaded for
a speed-up in the elimina-
tion of unfit housing.

Rising to a point of personal priv-

ilcze. Mr. Boyd interjected the Pine
situation into the afternoon

e had heen advised. he report-
a2 mumber of homes in
hav been condemmnea

tenants given mnotice to

They can't move. he added. be-
| cause they havent any place to

3 not trying to intcrfcre wath
| stum clearance.” he said. ~but 1 just
| in the dcad of winter

JOINS IN DEBATE
Iman Emmett Wiikinson.
been cold to the standard
Program. jumped nto the

what I objected to.” he
Boyd. “but you put up the
argument that it was the thing to
a

o. I didn’t.” NMr. Boyvda deci
loudly. “No. No. What 1 saia as
that T assumed—assumed—that the
nce director would use
good judsment and some discre-
tion =

Councilman W. I Coeddington

"

-
e plenty of
vacancies in Charlotte ™
Mr. Wilkinson didn't reply._
YANCEY STILLS WATERS
Called upon for comment. City
Manager Henry A Yancey supplied
©il_for the waters
e same vacate notices. he sa:d.
were scrved on the same Pine street

aQuippea witn

inside walcr or sewer facilities. can
be torn dow
No long as the houses are con-

RENT nfcunmm”mﬁnm

MASS MEETING
HELD TO HEAR
FROM CITIZENS

Speakers For Proponents OF
Ending All Centrels And
Those Opposed Ta Move Air
Wiews: Councilmen Slated
Te Vete Today.

BY RANDOLPH ™ORTON
(hseryer Eiafm Wrile
ity councilmen listened
last night to 356 apeakers tell
them how to vole today on
the proposal to lift rent con-
trols. All manner of pro and
onn Arguments  were  pre-
zented at  the three-hour
maszs meeting which hegan
with prayer and ended with
good humor.

The crumanal courl roeom was well
filled, with many standing along
the sudes amd some sealed
balcony. It was didficu
trrmine whelther proposs
porenils were Ihere in gredler Bums
brr.

The propossnts o the proporal
Ty azk Cavermor Senbl e LT beea
rend combrols were represcnted by
23 sprakera Twelve persons apoks
ol sn faver of continwing Lhe con-
rsls

The eouncil had enllod 1he mass
hBraring om the issue afler 1he Chear-
Iotte FProperty DMassgement @spo-
slaleen  pEettd reeel s Ei'.:l' = pe=
guest decontrol. Mayer Wietor Shaw
presiced memibers of the
L1 >
H. A Yaneey sred Cliy Aliceney
Jomin Skaw, were poesenl

T AT TOHRAY
The council B expected 10 ke
60 mn Lthe maller al sis regulac

The Mapor gave rach mide @0

Ol

|



NEEA'S HONE
5 OYNNITEL

Sama Lacation Whars Crom
Was Burnad Befars Christmas
| Cwisedl By Nonia Millar,

¥ WAL TRIRRLE
Miharrver Slafl Welle

A& komh expledan  lasl mighl
rncied dhe inme ol 8 Negra famils
in & white wighbarhond—i6e saen
house, polier zepd, where make-pes
Nirwr Kis Khiasia hissd 8 womwien
crisa jis] Belnes CHrisiman

Mahnidy was Ipll in dhe bilnwndl,
whsrh serurred lhnql 0 at 2217
Edpes glieel

The hoess 18 nwned and necapied
by Momie Malder and his fandly

[IMficeen maid Panrigabnn from Lhe
hlset krwcked oot windnwpan e,
anel dizindged plaster from Lhe liv-
ing room

In Bhe ward ooilsede, where She

b ks plant e near a ods parch,
the pxplosdnn ripmed an B- T B-iRs
wade f& the ground ared hlew an
Flhovs wilelinn from ERe EllBer pije

falire foured the heeies guiler
whaiiit M frat away from The drae

Captais A A Willisme, wisa as:

vigred  Prlenimen Porter moil
Fupgeas |m Fhe mwesligaline, asid
ke BomiB wnn presnmes 0 have

=rn Avnamile
wib FEAGMENFR BFOIND

The s(fgris ieand nn Dagmenls
we fuse. he sAid, Pasl e srarch
wen hamspeied by Ahe fnggy cderk
whurh g wave Ihe area lanf nighl
The miesiigallsn @ ool jnaing
Wlerhives Severs and ey sord
wher allireve vioked The hnme jad
ughe.

;.I'Hﬂrrll.‘-’i e wieiiiny deagiihed
h# meplneme ss the lalesi in o=
sriee of Incddenis mimed a1 pre-
wnling MNegia [aiilies fram  #e-
jmiring properiy on Edispa sirecl,
Japsderhill soad, snd elsewhere in
ke melghbnrhorsd, whick lles eawl
& Riptesville awenue bepnns (he
FICTELIN T L L L

Tre Miller family s The nnly
Pegen groqiry estihllpsed ABuw far
u the middle af the foomer sll:
shile serlinn
Isfair A gl hiwewer, Tkal al
ranl Ane alher Anme has heen salkd
nd aeveral are in lhe process of

wng lansferred tn Begrn awners.
fime meEm, whn amioed  GHa1 Hlll
sme nnl B sisrd, said hat his ewmn
nme g oup fer mwlp, Ba while peae]
1o will By il he smid. and he
ifering 1 frr Negra arcisnansy.

Ivin jusl ® nquestinn of timse, ke

a
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Violent Opposition to Integrated

Neighborhoods

Wlember Trsciated Press—New Yoik Timer Loared Wire— Nank' Amecican Newipaper Alliance— Warkington Bureaa [T mone 1ran

The Charlotte Observer | oy

THE FOREMDST NEWSFAPER OF THE TWO CAROLINAS™ "CIRCULATION BOOKS OPEN TO ALL®

First In America
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12 AIRMEN KILLED IN GLIDER CRASH AT BENNIN

Rasszans Again Quit United Natton,gﬁMget;ng[HSASTEH HI
MALIK EFUSES| Bemnetc Meyers 55 AN IONE ED, S S (PN INORSED Problem Posed mlﬂsﬁmﬂl
T0 RECOBNIZE] i peemo® PRISON CAMPS_EH i 2 5% e WITUAL M ¥ msbene NG SURAP
CHINESE BROUP. ¥

- | Jo Jo Says
Portraits :

Twenty German Soldiers Spent Winter g
Of War In Snowdrift Watchirig Weathe r\VAF;A‘:éE

loodshed
oxXscore

Charlotte Observer, January 14, 1950



National NAACP: Shifts Focus to FHA

Discrimination

% .
/ Nlﬁc’ enforcement of & sub-
/ water;
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 Divislon, LIDPEy =2 =22 . /5 " H“‘: - M‘ :‘ 1
6 dﬁa:& : - GHARLOTIE, NORTH CAROLINA Qec. e
\ - / ) Housing: The Branch encouraged the but never
\ ¥ 30 Q‘ goy 2/ | ard housl':ﬁ'?%&imnoe that had been on the books for yeu':r: it oben
9S J | requirements
(o) June 3, orced, The law provides for the minimum req 4 running
/ \ I i and_indoor toilet for each family unit; 1?93312“: B scrasns
2 electric lighting facilities; adequate butixvrg“: tiat indoor bathing

Sl : o i TIE SECRETARY ) for all windows and doors. The law also pri this
R e e facilities are compulsory, In Charlotte since the entorc:?l::aggu d 4 4
S < e ordinance more than 5,075 dwellings have been brought up to stencim
] o T 0 within the SSEigEitor of e onClbdncs. aswag;:?gozi::mn Fabitation.
e - 1 ve been demolis!
Ofie of the most important problems faced by Negroes in it :::ll"gf‘pi-“:%::t has been completed rocently and a ciunrigt;i g:ﬁd"‘ &
1 . . ts for Negroes
States at the present time is the matter of a decent and u.leqmte place | > !;;:o;s‘:mgi::gtl?on than 1,000 rental un: I3 ;
in which to live. The matter of houe building, sale and rental units el sesiot: btk ngrosltizn inlim\;slns :‘1:’ a z ;s_;;:t:gow 2
X 3 v 3 Ne a d from liv outs =
has been one in which the United States Government has been an active mg:fiomuesgx:am::z 1i::o‘:::%:llo: whit; 3;9“ tz wh:t::ugov:fouta
; 1ere i private ag nt commission making
participant since 1934, This participation nas taken the form of the &Toh" 2 G_:Z‘:r on‘? 1(::»uld .
g wo! The hous rograms in Charlotte are aimed at perpetu-
government being an insurer of mortgaves in the field of privately fi- S5 Bobh pub1to-end prﬁhg as;rognted housinf. e Cheiot e e o E:
; 11vi; 1 is the only organization that has advanced the idea and is fighting for 3
nanced housing. Ls such, it has controlled the pattern of living in integrated housing in cooperation with the State Conference.
g A

~_ The Branch has fought for Negro representation on the Charlotte

‘merica to an unprecedented derree. Tie matter of site selection, typr |
Urban Redevel nt Commission and has urged the Commission to’redevelop
of house, quality of materials, room size, sales prices, rental scales, blighted areas not only for commercial and industrial purposes but for
. residential use as well, The North Carolina Urban Redevelopment Act
valuation and appraisal of the property, etc., iave all been set forth | contains a proviso which forbids the Commission from using eminent
domain proceedings to acquire a specific piece of property if such

property does not conform to the Act's general

ohly "

or administered by this agency. description of "blight."

During tae period 1935-1950, approximately 2,761,000 dwelling unit , o : :
were built under the FHA insuring program and probably no more than v
50,000 of these units were available to non-whites® In the New York are
alone in the field of rental anzimc'a era .';"H"c ng, 91,936 units were
t : é-ity group occu-

srinination wee o
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built for whites as against 9
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HEAD REALTORS—The 1955 officers and Standing, Willis ). Henderson. Hubert
new directors of the Charlette Board of Jerman, and John M. Dwelle, all directars.
Realtors elected at a meeting at Thacker's W. Banks McClintock Jr., newly elected

yesterday are shown. From Jeft, those vice president, was absent when the pic-
seated are: Robert R. Rhyne, president; | ture was made (Observer Staff Photo—
G. A. Hutchinson, secretary-treasurer; and Kelly)

Heary G. Newson, the retiring president.

Charlotte Realtors yr worsura

STREET BRINDGE

T o ¢ x TO OPEN FRIDAY
ect \ew 1cers Maeeists bomeward bomd
g fram Christreas shopping trips
New cfficers of the Charltie Bosrd of Reslters and the Char-| Wil beamcag the first Lo drive
Board of Realtees elected yester- lotte ultiple Listing Buresu, and| 0V¢r the new Morchead! stroet
day at a meetisg at Thacker's are approximately 13¢ pecsoas ailend-| PiSe tomorrow afternooa.
Retert R. Rhyne, pressdent; W.ed. The program was under the , The bridge will een with i
Baks MoCimtock Jr., vice presi|&rection of Robert R. Rhyne, who| fictl ceremenies at 2 p. m
dest. aod G. A. Hutchirsta, sec-|bas planned the beards annwal]  Diviesn Highway Comeis
retary s2d treawicer, [Yule pacly for the last seven| 59007 James A Fardison 0a-
| Directors elecled 2t a Carist- years. It included a sunbec of ""“’u"md \“",;‘_"",d"' i
mas party meeting preceding|musical seloctions, games, 15 dsor :‘:é‘“ "“" o peaisod
e oae in which the officers were Prizes, and & [l cowrse dinner. 1 SINE EE Common
chesea are Wils 1. Hesderson, The Winthrop Coliege Sewettel pii 8 RO T Th
{Jchn 1. Dwelle, asd Hubect Jor-farnished Christman masic, asd| ronySF T0S00 fRveral e
|man. The new directors will succeed |siits were preseied by severall Ty Tou 0 ol g,
C. W. Kissiah, Heary G. Newsan,leading realiors. € W Tedd and] _p JHIC) ANC R0 KRR
and Paul Younts whose terms willJ: H. Carson received beavy ap- yo 5 (L A0 ST SORTEN
lexgire a1 the end of the year, The|pisase for Geir fibing sit, and| (0 0 PE ST SR
|5 olficers are Henry G, New.|Pdul Guthery, F. R Spratt, De oy
I H i

Lacy Wyman, snd Everett Escott

i It mane ke fram thais

1954

Slum Clearance

City To Ask
Back Taxes
On Jan. 1

City Tux Collecior Jobn W
Mills yesterday anneunced kis of.
fiee will siart am ol collection
drive on hack taxes Jan. 1.

The city hee u tete] uscollecied

Planning eommissioners will

program hece, it was bearned y

Chairman Spencer Bell azd Viee
|Chairmas W. W. Hanky announced
|that e City-Counly Plamsing Cam.
rmisalon will sencl an Urban Rede-
weloprmet bill o the City Council
|Fsefere the governing board's Linal

‘halamee of 5280772 in the last 10(Vedislative confecesce Dec. 1o

years' tax aecounts, @ repect
[rom City Aecouniant Gearge Liv-
inggslan showed,

And Mr, Mills sabd oy ecol
lecioey will he Imstrucied in eol
let, of defsilely debermine as
untollectible, as
in thig fand mx possible,

BEAInER penperty will be Ihe lax
office's wenpona wherever neces
sary, said Mir. Mili,

income tex pelurns dictaied the
1iming of the eity's crackdawn
campaign.

Mr. Livingsten's weekly report
shewed that fhe ety has collected

5 &

an
This s slbghtly betber than the

9 80 par-ceml. (evel which was re.|

| The Council will be asked 1o reg.
|oonmeead to the Mecileaburg lngis-
|lative delegation an  mmendmes:
L5 ik stale enabling ncl that waald
“meke the poagram warkable"
said Mr, Hazks,

The hill, supplied ts plasalsg
cienmiszisners by the Norlh Care

the same ome that was deleaied

Slurmn e arance uader Bie [eder-
] program died in Crasdnile and
in all oibar interested Macth Caro:
lina cilies siter ihe bll's delest

He indicaief that the approach AUIT TN 13
of the Apell 15 deadline on federa)] Chorlotic's Hedevelopmest Com.

|milssdon, hesded By Col, Paul
| Yourie, resigned in a bady s Au
sl 1833 with the stsiement thai
ihe profram was meb prectics!
witheol the amendmeat,

The amerdment pravides far con-

(el blisied sren.

M inaried for 1052 taxes on the same| menl here Mr. Hanks poanied sut
it (dabe Jast yesr But Mr Mills said ia e enmmissioners *two weels cant lot in e midst of the blightied
Bk 1y i his affice®s intentiom i wideon age that the U & Supreme Courd anen in permitied to hol ol They
Eay recenily ruded ihak e use of|waml the power of eminent domain

olthe gap fusther.
|

iShowdown Slated

Urban Hedevelnpmenl
Bill To Go To Couneil

By AAREY GOLDEN JR., Observer Siall Writer 5

call far a showdown within twe

weeks on the propasal far reviving the Urban Redevelopment

esterday,

srens are cleared of sbroctures
and mre redeveloped for sale o
privale inlerests. Wher L pro-
Eram died here, commissiners
had dore @l (he preliminazy work
for redevelopment af twa Charloile
slum areas ond ey had schedaled
work on u Uhand,

Dwring 1he commission's #xis-
Lemee, appronimately MWLM in
federal inds wap spent om the pro-
Aram hene, Bul no SclioR was ever
aken,

ENARD AGREES

many aecoutlsbing League of Municipaldies, is| The Plamisg Board pgoeed wb

its lmst mecliag 1o Tight Tog revival

Garnishee of wages ae levy |C0ring 1he |nst General Ausembly. ol the pengram. Mr. Bell snd Mr

|Hanks said yesterday thel lhe
hill will he i the hands of the Cily
|[‘0|.l|1|.‘i| bofare that beard presenis
|lke legislative program (o the legis
lators ol the Dec. 38 confe-epce.

A het light en the proposal L as
wared. Dpposenty conbenl sl con-
demnzation of their land in U Ur-
han  Aedeselopmserl  program
amaunty to condlscation of private
property for the bemeflt of peivata
interests,

o181 per cemt of Hs 1883 levy. |demmnilion of all land in m socall] Suggarbers of the bl sy thax

the land cammpol praciically b re

In wrging revival of the meve-|developed sad cleared of alum

structares i Lhe saner of o va-

| The uncelieeted balanes of tns3|the Tight of eminent comein in cos-|if §0 per cent of the siructures i

18385 85 0f Thupsday tolaled §118,- demning property in sum.clear.jlhe area are deemed gubstandard,

1o . Lasd vear st ibia time. Char. [B6E8 H“JM‘ in prnper

Wa aald|=

Charlotte Observer, December 19, 1954



MARSH REALTY ASSOCI

TELEPHONE EDisen 4-863)
201 WILDER BUILDING
CHARLOTTE 2, NORTH CAROLINA

September 13th, 1957

Mr. Fred A. Griffin
1325-A Horne Court

Charlotte, N. C.
Dear Mr. Griffin:

We are very happy to attach hereto a copy of contract covering your purchase of
the property at 1515 Hunter Street. The loan application is now being processed
through the Federal Housing Administration and we will advise you as soon as we
receive approval.

Sometime before closure, we would like for you to inspect the property with Mr.
M. C. Clark of our Construction Department, and with Mr. Gammage who will
arrange an appointment to make this inspection.

We would like to emphasize to you that this inspection is very important, as it

is a practical impossibility for us to make adjustments after you move into the house.
We have built hundreds of houses over a period of thirty years and feel that we are
delivering to you a well built home. You realize of course that certain items, such
as the fit of windows and doors, are problems that every home owner will have and
no amount of adjustment now will forestall a recurrence at alater date, Any change
that can be brought about by settling, change of weather, or natural drying out

cannot be foreseen and we have found no way in which the condition can be prevented.

We hope you will enjoy living in your new MARSH HOME,
Yours very truly,
MARSH REALTY ASSOCIATES, INC.

my G Do s

MPS/mm

LOPrMiEAL ¥33 IS7 1BW UDBRTVET)

COMMUNITY PLANNERS—A .“do-it-yourself” plan for im- |/
proving the Lincoln Heights community is discussed by (left
{o right) the Rev. D. G. Burke, Miss Muriel Dockety, M. L.
Green and T, H. Harshaw, (Observer Photo—York)

Charlotte Observer,
December 12, 1955



At The Movies

tention Film Fans: All
Charlotte theater advertisements
are grouped for your convenience.
Today you will find them on
page 4B

The Charle

Founded 1869

¢ Qbspryor

SECTION B

SPORTS
THEATERS

TRAVISTIES

OFFICIAL REACTION FAVORABLE

Black Swan

Swats Editor i

|

It's too bad that many of |
the grest spectacles of the |
world take place 5 unexpect. |
edly that they cant be pro-
rmed ahead of time.

lission recelpls dosated 1o
(hlvlly could alleviate much of
the world's sallerings.

Une of these uncapeciod spes-
Gacles tosk place e other day
when the sew Obserer farm od
flor, Clyde Osborne. gk an =
weal assignmert. Had it been
adherlised shead of tine ove of
the biggest crowds eer as
sembled in the Southeast might
toil.

k pwan ln. VN'" theee
hady swass a onned
by Glewn \W.\‘lhx.l.d uu lives

ood Gastenia on  the
Kings Moumta o highway.

When he got there M. Mac-
Docald gave him mary interest
ing facts oa the origia and Bahils
o the back swan, inclodiog tbe
fact bis mama aad popa swars
were valued a2 $150

Bat in lsting (heir habils he
fergnl 1o mention that the Black

avan  when  aromed  weuld
make & hungry bloade dropped
by her sugar duddy seem Wie

u gal Wi an overdase of tran

quilizers,

Aer bis spiel r. NacDscald

tosk Liyde down to tbe lake and
pounted to the swans.

TATION=Dr. Marry
desken of Harding Hi
Junsen, English iescher. (Observer Photo—Sturkey

Y P Hlarding recenes plate
hool from Mrs. Merella P.

e e Lducator Foresees

fal. Fags Swan was paddisg
sleng in froa rmajesticalty had

aimamzt More College Aids |
2 -l d.

gracelslly Uwough the water
made Clyde catch bis beeath and
be yanked bis camera out of the
case, raa o the lake's e ad FORES]
pregarcd s get 2 shol (hat would
make reacers lear cut and save

e vt am Mayhe 11

era Pagu Swan w-:ahly theught.

o5
se Up 0N he water
ke & halicorter.

@' Make Him

lotte educator
Dr. Varry P. Harding. superis

{tendent of Charlotte ity schools

191305, drew » sharp distinetion
betaren his early toaching days
and tod

printipal difference
srem once given te

lege preparalory < Ta
foler seors mase atiemion has

Dynamiting
 Attempt

| Is Probed

Bomb In Temple
Fails To Go Off

Charlolte poliee are In-
sestigating {he allempled
dyramiting of 3 Jewish house
of worship, Temple Beth EI,

| on Nov. 11

They are also lrying to trace
ancaymous phate cal
ceived By al loast Bree Jewish
familas fa recent weeks.

One police officlal who declin:
o 1o be queked al

scidenl o Kl Kwx Klan g
e said, are sctive

tolars who,
rere.

The abortive dynamiie ot
discavered at 513

Previdesce Road.

[rdormants sid that six sticks
of the esplosive cv\ulw-ld ull\
Dercusion cigs W [

Dl.lla. .

The charge was encased In an

slumizum type receptacle.

The fuse. shout 10 feet Jong.

bad baen Lghted.
Alter the Nlame taveled a few

day night

me offscer coatirmed. however,
that The Obserer's information

a5 substsn)

lly correct.

He noded thal undergrousd
Kian actidly b -nu-nl
bere and (a1 th,

ment I8 concersed sver mm
develapments,

Of the three Jewish fami

lies
that have received tolophane .o

Charlotte Observer, November 12, 1957

1hreats re- |

2
&
¥

cormer ol the eere

mm\}l,()l"“'\'f l'l\('l SSI0ON=
2 over the fuse it apparent- 7
\Iy wenl oat
The incident was repirted 1o
polke by temple aificlals who re-
‘wulrvd 0 pablicity
Folice athorties continued to
A return ta college mpmmn courses in high scheo) ' maintain elficial silence Thurs:
cumtula was pr a_mrﬂ 'Ihundav night by a veteran Char-

nhscuss urban rmr\eknpmm with Urban

NewCountyOffice
Site ’Uay Chanﬂe

Federal
Program
Is Eyed

Brooklyn Area
Likely First Target

By LOYE MILLER

Obuorver S4a0 Wior
Resurrection of an wrban
renews] slum-clearance pro-
gram for Charlotte, with the
blighted Brooklyn area as a
likely first target, seemed

highly probable Thursday.

City med civic olficals valced
Te reactions
0 explaas.

Uen of the federal urban resewal
program by (icd repeesentative
R V. Connerat of the Urban Re-
niewal Adeinisiration

“There is & groat mad for It
fan uban renewalpeogram),

on It, decide what we want to do
azd et going.

“Thrte's nothing else to éo
but gel e mecdle Ia (he Hight
place ard get golnz
cilman Herbert Bav

AR the mayee's
County Maaniog Dicectar W

liam Melayce speat the altex-
noon with Ceeneral going over
L ediral steps involved in
ram. Smith
e to pre
Tim & &1 report on these dis.

cussioes.

Also Wednesday, (e Chamber

of Carrsmerce aameunced Bat its

urm Redevelopment Commuites

Il meet next Toesday to cone

ey pasitve resewal program.

The chamber sponseced Thars-

day’s with Connerat,

'L’ﬁ ‘ll nlutdld by city and

Icials, Meckiebarg

‘;u e, heal sy
A.d nmr'x iateresied

n. ez endation frem the

ber comumitiee will be passe

Nl l7 he Chamber's teard of di-

rectors, which might thes rass
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j ‘ — Reproduted from the Collections of the M: ipt Division, Library of Congress
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Fey BRANCH
%‘rmm. ASSOCTATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED
5 : O* {I Y V*
e

b sm.xscn A DISCUSSION OF SLUM CLEARANCE URBAN REDEVELOPMENT, URBAN RENEWAL AND
o b WEGRO IN GHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA
b i TO: REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF CHARLOTTE
o FROM: %mm, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED

PLF

The Charlotte Branch, National Mﬁuim for the Advancement of Colored
d B People mailed to the Redevelopment Commission of the City of Charlotte and members of
18 the Charlotte City Council on January 7, 1960, copies of "A Discussion of Slun
I Clearance, Urban Redevelooment, Urban Renmewal and the Negro in Charlotte, N. C., and
ted a fe; with the commission to discuss this matter.

—

May we take this opportunity to express our deep appreciation for this

{

and it is our wish it will prove advantageous and productive for all

"WW regard urban renewal as one of the most progressive

« It is very necessary that we

] ens for Negroes in the area

January 28, 1960
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OUSIN (<
OF COLORED PEOPLE H S -

<
VEW TORK 10, K.Y Wi

JACK E. WOOD, Jr. ' d be
gt - The magnitude of the various federal housing operationsi;hg:l; :?‘u%he i
lq ba February, 1962 brought under the new Department of U}rl'ban Affa::sp:zgeg:r; ;u:im ) g e
ey f the servic
r"b' ‘V‘S argurents for its creation. Some o € : SEFA are a8
i i now within the
oo ive interest of the NAACP in the housing affairs of this nation collection of six constituent agencies and offices
and our :T;;pgr?:s:’;:c;e;:slztion seeking better housing and living conditions for all fOllOWB:

i i i ical of the responsible leadership

Americans is a matter of record. This effort is typ e IN
ides in many areas of Anmerican life, Consistent wit ’ MMUNITIES &)
btlxcgs;:ﬁ;;;:oges::m:t has sugported for several years various prgpgsals to :qns:u- ASSISTANCE TO STATES AND CO
inistered from a cabine

date the meny federal housing agencies in a single unit adm :
level. Although the names that have been proposed for such a department have ghanged Th 11 inat‘ion of slums and bllght, t,hpough urban renewal programs
from time to time, the basic objective has remained the seme; the centralization of. e elim
all federal housing agencies in a single unit to enable the Governn:er.xt to provide.thxs
nation with a co-ordinated and more effective program of housing assistance than it

The preparation of comprehensive plans for community development
presently offers.

On January 30, 1962, President Kennedy submitted a plan to Congress.for the space for % and conservation

creation of such a De;;artme;xt. The President's plan would transfer the Hous;np, E;lg The preser'vat.ion of open sp

Home Finance Agency to a cabinet Department of Urban Affairs and Housing and’' wo

achieve the centralization and effectiveness which we have long supported. The plan The p[‘esef'vation and development‘ of urban transportation Systems
automatically goes into effect April 1, 1962, unless rejected by either th;z Sepatebor

the House of Representatives, The proposal has been subjected to severe criticism by

conservative interests across the nation. Although many reasons for opposition have The planning and construction of community fa(ﬂlit.ies

been cited much of this criticism may be attributed to the President's indication

that Robert Weaver, HHFA Administrator, would head the new department and thereby

become the first Nepro cabinet officer in this nation's history. Resolutions disap- |

proving the plan have been introduced in both the Senate and the House of Representa- ASSISTANCE TO PRIVATE INDUSTRY

tives. It has been reported that action by the House will be delayed until there is a h bilit ti

vote in the Senate where prospects are more favorable. The Senate probably will vote ation
on this issue on Monday, February 19. The financing of residential construction and reha
Disregarding for the moment the pride we would all share in Dr. Weaver's hi
elevation to cabinet rank, the value and importance of 4 co-ordinated federal housing wners
effort is sufficient reason alone to press for support of the plan. NAACP housing com- The financing Of privat’e hOﬂle owners p
mittee personnel, consistent with the Association's traditional support for sound
legislative and administrative advances in housing,

v
» therefore, have a responsibility
to urge that their congressmen support this plan, 3

.

The financing of private home improvement

Some of pr r
information a:d ;S:sf:m:.’ }:::p;xpo:: i

;::i{:t: e:‘:r‘:;dv:hl’m of mail from the;

als and support to: m.;e;glﬁw o

Financial market support for Government

- nortgages

. The availability of these mar
if aduinistered from a single agenc
- cally demands that they be co-or

H U R S .
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Negro Group Charges .Blab.
In Local Urban Renewal Unit

Canlimed Fram the comanlsssn

8 The Tamilies ave anes thal aie approved what
" o ESPECBIY TR ar ihal have e (jound,
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Ks“Are Ill-Timed

F-1%6 2

AL P AL, Y. )

“DE, R. A. Hawking vag thosling from
the hip whea he criticized Chartotte's
Brookiyn Tedevelopment program 13 33
week,

The Jocal Negro leader fired hastily
a

and with bad ﬂh.l:dlhtmlfhl{;:iour
Ni cltizens coul ival
]n:-";hy the shots,

Hewkins demanded a fedorst Investi.
&stion to determine whether the city
Beeds more pablic housing for families
1o be moved out of stum dwellings in the

N area, and be charged thet Ne

membership o
Ding committee of (be' citys Redevolop:
ment Commlasion.
Hawkins knew, of course, that the
city bas alresdy condocted a WEVEY

Jroved living conditions aver what ‘(i
.

Negro Ieader’s advocscy of pyb-
Ic housing is poarly timed, coming on
ke boels of the study,

By injecting the issuie of public vorsus
rlvate housing into redevelopment work
‘ this stago, he gives encoursgemont to

The city has found that the Job can
bo sccomplished In its first stag
Jeast, with the help of private initiative;
but the argument mol oply
threatens (o delay this Work, but to jeop-
ardize future progress,

o privite investars do not take up the
challeage with sufficient  vigor ag fhe
‘llwnr renewal phnhmvu 2long, the

Me mey yel come when Ppublic hoasin,
will be the anly eolution, N

That time is not now,

Hawkins' demand for Negro repre.
Sentation an the Redevelopment Cominis.
sion s spacious, The commission s 3
Jegally coastiluted body vested with auth-
Jiity 0 2ct on phases of redevelopment.
Az membership has

such criteriy a5 BEX, TRLgION oF Face,

A number of Negro citfrens arg now
warking elasely with the newly for;
Citizens' Committeq on Urban Rencwsl
in its cale assauit on sub-standard

Ittoes
work continges. W
Charlotte needs the direct suppory!
its Negro loadershiip in these man"::, oo
Fpecious [ssues and delaying tactics (ot
rve 1o slow or g

4 aal iti7ame

may sel 2 10p the improvgy
m: of thfgv:;blu m: Pt of urhgau_ngnl,o(mqlmm of life for sg -m}

Rouzer Rejects
Yawlkins’ Charges
Hawkins 8

om-
Ahe Charlotte Redevelopment C

n of N itieal group
“The chairman of charges by 1 Negro Lot s

&

\Q\(}

| . (t .
Negroes Reassured "
On Housing Project

BY FEDERAL AGENCY:.
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WEONESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1962

Urban Renewal And Public Housing:
Charlotte Must Proye Its Good Case

The Cily of
ieve

new public hogs;
ubm:n

Chalotte has good rea-

565 such 35 “it 4s pe-

d on phra:
son to it can successfully carry  Hoved” and “in oyr nion™ and “we
out its Urhan Remewal Program without think* ang "¢ may bc;npmble.“
ing a0d it ought not o Oaly generalities are offersd to gy

0 2 seeming uitimatum

x . % to
Dosed by the Urba Renewal Administra, O 19 city's Propesal to utilizo private

housing, with Dossible ren



o of Housina/u' -
Qox Redevetspe®
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OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR

645 Peachires-Seventh Bullding
Adanta 23, Georgia

AEGION I Beptember 19, 1962

Dr. R. A. Hawizins, Chairman

Rev. Erra Moore, Chairman, Housing Committes
Mecklenburg Organization on Political Affairs;
Citizen-Student Coordinating Committes
Brooklyn Presbyterian Church

418 South McDowell Btrest

Charlotte, Nerth Carcolina

Dear Messtrs. Hawkine and Meores

Subject: Relocatlion Requirements
Project N. Q. R=24
Brooklyn Bectiom # 2

Thank you for your letter of Beptember 13, expressing your comcern for the
urban renewal program and plang ¥f the Charlotte Radevelopment Commission.

As you know, the Charlotte Redevelopment Commission has recently submitted

to this office a Burvey and Plamning Application for the purpoge of obtaining
an sdvance of funds to undertaks the necessary surveys and prepare plane for
the Brocklyn Rsdevelopment Section $#2. Planning activities for thie project
will be undertaken only aftar review of thips application and approval by the
Urban Renewal Commissioner.

¥e would 1like tocall to your attentien that the submission of the Survey and
Planning Application by the Redevelopment Commission does mot mean that a
Relocation Plan has been prepared, likewise, the approval of the application
will not infer approval of thair estimates of relocation resources, but rather
will make funds svailable to the Commigsion to prepars a specific relocation
program for the propossd project. You may bs assured that the Housing and Home
Finance Agency will not appreve any Urban Renewal Flan which does mot include a
Relocation Program that satisfactorily meets the Federal relocation requirements
and assures a supply of housing within the means of those persons displaced by
the particular project together with the needs for concurrent displacement
within the commnity which is csused by other public actiom.

In responss to your comment Tegarding the membership of the Charlotte Redsvalop-
ment Commission, please ba advised that the conditions and requirements for the




Developers Shaping
Growth, Study Says

Charlotte - Mecklenburg
planning process is controlled
as much by real estate devel-
opers as by the professional
planners, a report by a Char-
Jotte chapter of architects task
foree concluded Werlnesday.

“}t would not be an under-
statement 10 say that much of
what we find good or bad in
the physical environment of
Charlotte can be directly at-
tributed to the professional
developers,” the report states.

(The developers), ‘‘because

Slﬂppmg
Tornado
Hits County

Continued from Page 1B

tornado sightings, and Civil
Defense warning  sirens  were

of their skill and knowledge of
the planning process are able
to exploit the process to their
advantage, but not always to
the advantage of the commun-
ity. As such they are as much
planners and shapers of our
environment as the publie
planners.”

The task force recommended
two alternative solutions:

¢ Eliminate the appointed
planning commission and send
planning matters directly to
the city council or the county
board of commissioners.

e Create an elected plan-
ning commission, with the
members representing districts
throughout the county.

Both alternatives, the task
force helieves, would make of-
ficials who decide planning
angd zoning issues more respon-
sive to the general public.

The present appointed com-
mission, the task force says, is
unrespansive hecause it repre-
sents no c¢ne and because the
developers are tar more
skilled at dealing with the

planning process than is the
general public.

But task foree chairman
Harvey Gantt said the archi-
tects have no specific strategy
for implementing their recom-
mendations.

“We are just one group that
is willing to work with other
groups to help solve Char-
lotte’s planning problems,”
Gantt said. “But we certainly
would be disappointed if this
report goes the way of oiher
reports just to gather dust on
some shelf.”

Gantt said he hoped that the
city council and board of
county commissioners would
invite his task force to appear
before them to talk about the
report. But he says there are
no plans to attempt to initiate
such meetings,

Gantt and his fellow task
force members, Bruce Brodt,
Ed 'Easton, Marshall Mauney
and Wayne Roberts, have
spent a year studying Char-
lotie-Mecklenburg's  planning
process.

.
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The Future City
IV ho Will Be Planning 11?

One look at Charlotte proves that
the community's chiel designers have
been its private developers, The un
sightly commercial strips and apartment
complexes along North 20, Eastway
Drive, Independence Boulevard. Sharon-
Amity Road. Park Road. South Boule-
vard, Freedom Drive, Aibemarle and
other streets shout the evidence of the
developers' domination of the local plan-
ning-zoning process.

A committee of Charlotte architects
headed by Harvey Gantt spent two vears
looking into the role of planning here.
Last week it called for a shift in the bal-
ance of power. The architects warned
that “serious problems" are ahcad.

They pointed out that the costs ol
developer-dominated planning are two-
fuld. First. the average citizen is foreed
to pav higher taxes [or the roads, streets,
schools and other puhblic facilities that
are required for development that often
is bad. Second. the taxpayer cuffers
when the quality of hisx neighhorhood
and his communily decline,

Just as the architeets were issuing
their report. the city's Tralfie Engincer-
ing Department announced plans corrob-
orating what thev said. To accommodate
Eastland Mall, a shopping center opposed
hv planners hut approved by developer
interests, the cily must widen parts of
Central Avenue o seven lanes, The wid-
cning not only will cost money: it will
encourage more traffic, greater develop-

& andior content portions thereaf are copyrighted by NewsBank andfor i content providers

ment and
area.

The architects asked that the exten-
sion of publie utilities, such as water and
sewer services, lead rather than react to
development. They ualso suggested that
city and counly agencies consider public
ownership of some of our undeveloped
land. adopt penalties (such as higher
taxes) for cevelopment in undesirable
arcas. and make cost-henefit studies of
proposed developments,

Those responsible for planning n
Charlotte-Meckienburg have only advi-
sory authority, and the architects” com-
mittee wants Lo change that. Tt suggested
that the planning department be given
status equal to that of the city and
countv  managers. under an elected
hoard, with authoritv to make planning
recommendations stick.

These and other recommendations,
tha architeets acknowledged, are contro-
versial.,  Duat thev pointed to the great
unrest and frustration of citizen and
neichhorhood groups, such as the Myers
Park Homeowners Association and the
Albemarle Road Action League, as evi-
dence that the present planning-zoning
svsiem does not meet communitly needs.

We have reservalions about some of
the architects’ conelusions, such as the
call for an elected planning commission.
though that idea should not be dismissed
out of hand. The architects have given
the community a good agenda {or consid-
eralion.

greater deterioration of the



Future 2040
The Way Forward?



